Periodate oxidation of glycolipids: a borohydride-periodate-Schiff method for ganglioside demonstration in tissue sections.
Among lipids, gangliosides can be selectively stained with Schiff's reagent if the oxidizing agent (sodium metaperiodate) is sufficiently dilute to exclude all but the readily oxidized sialic acid sugars. A borohydride-periodate-Schiff (BhPS) sequence is recommended as a reliable method, convenient to perform, for the detection of the intraneuronal lipid accumulations in the ganglioside storage disorders.